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Book Reviews 251 

The New Frontier. By Guy Emerson. New York : Henry Holt and 
Company. 1920. Pp. 302. 

Much has been made since Buckle of the influence of climate 
upon civilization : historians now give much space to geography 
in their introductory chapters. The American spirit is the result- 
ant of a number of forces, the frontier looming large to the fore 
among them. The breadth of the continent lay before the colo- 
nists; the magnitude of their dreams no less insured the conquest 
of a mighty realm. To Mr. Emerson this means a nation of 
idealists. The old frontier had its stirring, inspiring history and 
still lives on in the character of the descendants of the fron- 
tiersmen and with its gifts of endurance, strength, confi- 
dence, compelling liberalism, this people grown great faces 
the new frontier. 

In the old frontier the author finds the originating force of 
the American liberal spirit. Our folkways, our history, our poli- 
tics, our economic system, our education, our society are seen 
through the eyes of penetrating but optimistic criticism. There 
are difficult problems to be solved before the new frontier is 
reached, disintegrating tendencies not to be suppressed or di- 
verted. The question of cleaner politics requires only a more 
persistent and continued engagement of their time on the part 
of the liberals. Compromise, with full recognition on both sides 
of the views and rights of the other, may find a solution for the 
industrial problem. Both parties have need to regard the opin- 
ion of the public, and education has its part to play in the recon- 
struction of public opinion. 

The book emphasizes the function of the liberal spirit in fash- 
ioning the future of the country. The author believes whole- 
heartedly in our institutions, our government, our representatives 
in that government, our capitalistic system and its centralization, 
our press, our people. The national psychology is sound in 
essence, but greater organization of the liberal forces has become 
imperative. The individual must become more conscoius 
of his duties as a citizen and his increasing responsibilities as a 
voter. The great social control is an enlightened, progressive, 
liberal public opinion. 



